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to reestablish the regime in the home country as soon as
possible. She delegates authority there to the military com-
mand. The Government has taken these steps, says the Queen,
because it wanted to avoid ever being placed in such a posi-
tion that it would have to capitulate. Consequently, any ter-
ritories remaining in its hands, including those in the East and
West Indies, still form a sovereign state and will be in a posi-
tion to continue cooperation with Holland's allies.
About noon German bombers begin a terrific attack on Rot-
terdam which lasts an hour and a half. The anti-aircraft
defenses of the city were never perfected. Many incendiary
bombs are dropped. Block after block is demolished. The
waterfront is set aflame. The Dutch air force has become vir-
tually non-existent. Following the bombing raid, German air
troops and squads of fifth columnists which had been expelled
or held at bay take the center of the city.
After five days of war, the Commander-in-Chief of the
Netherland Army., General Henri G. Winkelman, issues an
order late in the afternoon that fighting is to cease. He how-
ever excludes Zeeland, the southwestern province which has
been cut off by the Germans, and where there is the small
body of British troops that landed May 12. It is also explained
that the order does not affect the Dutch Navy, which will
continue to defend the Dutch colonies in both hemispheres.
General Winkelman specifically orders resistance to cease in
Rotterdam and Utrecht, "to save the civil population and to
prevent further sacrifice of life," and asks that order be main-
tained "until the arrival of the German regular armies." He